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Why study abroad while in VCU Globe? 

 Invest in your future, earn credits, and add value toward your degree 

 Become more independent and self-confident 

 Stand out to employers and prepare yourself to work in an increasingly diverse world 

 Gain new perspectives in your field 

 Improve your language skills 

 Develop a global network of faculty, students, and friends 

 Develop global leadership skills like intercultural competence, empathy, adaptability, and problem-solving 

 Fulfill credits toward your Global Education certificate 
 

When is the best time to study abroad and what courses should I take? 

Anytime is a good time to study abroad!  VCU Globe students pursue different majors and you should work with your academic advisor, 

study abroad advisor, and your VCU Globe advisor to determine the best time for you to study abroad.  Some courses you take abroad 

may be approved as part of your Globe certificate requirements. 

 

How can I afford to study abroad? 
Studying abroad does not have to be expensive!  VCU offers a variety of program options to fit most students’ budgets and the Education 
Abroad office assists students with identifying and applying for funding.  Consider the following: 

 Use what you already have!  Most financial aid and scholarships that you already receive can be used toward study abroad.  
Other sources of funding may also help: pre-paid tuition plans, veteran’s benefits, etc. 

 Scholarships: There are VCU scholarships to study abroad as well as nationally competitive scholarships.  Begin your search on 
our site and at StudyAbroadFunding.org and DiversityAbroad.com 

 Program length:  Per day expenses are often less expensive on semester programs than on summer programs and airfare may 
cost the same regardless of the length of your stay 

 Program type: Programs with more structure that include group activities or excursions may be more expensive than exchange 
programs that include tuition, room, and board. 

 Cost of living: If you’re looking to save money on studying abroad, avoid destinations with a high cost of living like capital cities 
and popular tourist destinations. 

 What’s included?  When considering the cost of a program, determine what the program fee includes…and what it doesn’t.  
Some are almost all-inclusive and will cover the cost of a cell phone, insurance, group excursions, and welcome/farewell 
receptions whereas other programs cover only the basics. 

 

 
 
 

http://global.vcu.edu/vcuglobe/
mailto:jblondin@vcu.edu
http://global.vcu.edu/abroad/
http://global.vcu.edu/abroad/
mailto:abroad@vcu.edu
http://studyabroadfunding.org/
http://www.diversityabroad.com/scholarships


 

Notable Funding Opportunities for VCU Globe students: 
 
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship: For US undergraduates with Pell Grants; for programs at least 28 days in length; 
diversity of student and destination is a priority; scholarships up to $5,000 available; additional $3,000 available to study critical need 
languages such as Arabic, Chinese, Turkish, Indic, Korean, Russian, etc.   
 
Boren Awards for International Study: For US undergraduates to study in areas critical to US interests including Africa, Asia, Central & 
Eastern Europe, Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East; scholarships up to $20,000; preference is given to study less commonly 
taught languages such as Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, and Swahili.  
 
Phi Kappa Phi: For undergraduates with at least a cumulative GPA of at least 3.75 
 
Fund for Education Abroad: General scholarships up to $10,000 for US undergraduates planning to spend a minimum of 30 days 
abroad; Hilary Echo Douglas scholarship for study in Vietnam; Rainbow Scholarship for LGBTQI students  
 

What are my next steps? 

1. Attend a First Advising Session.  These group advising sessions are held Monday-Friday at 12:30 in the Education Abroad 

office. 

2. Investigate Programs.  Explore global.vcu.edu/programs and talk to advisors and past participants for guidance 

3. Inform your academic advisor and VCU Globe advisor of your interest in studying abroad  

4. Explore the approved course database to view pre-approved courses; talk with your academic advisor for approval on other 

courses 

5. Explore your funding options.  Speak with a Financial Aid counselor, investigate and apply for scholarships 

Featured Education Abroad Programs 

The following are a list of programs recommended for VCU Globe students.  The sections below are organized by program type and 

include many different program models including group and individual programs, study abroad, service-learning abroad, research abroad, 

and internship abroad programs.  While these are featured programs for VCU Globe, students are by no means limited to these 

opportunities.  For all available programs, please visit global.vcu.edu/programs or contact an Education Abroad advisor. 

GEO Short-Term Programs 
VCU faculty members lead groups of VCU students for short-term programs during the summer, spring break and winter intersession.  
Participants earn VCU credit.  New programs are created every year, and most are open to students from any major.  See our website for 
the most current list of faculty-led programs. 
 
VCU Globe at Qatar 
Directed by a member of the VCU Globe faculty, this program offers a unique opportunity for global engagement through participation in 
campus activities at VCU’s campus in Doha, Qatar.  Students will participate in an Arabic language workshop, a special meeting with 
representatives from the US Embassy in Doha, and other social and academic activities coordinated with VCUQ students.   
 
VCU Globe in Japan 
Participate in a unique opportunity to learn about intercultural communications, visit museums and sites of cultural and historic importance, 
and study alongside students at Shimane University in Matsue, Japan.  Excursions include camping, a visit to hot springs, and travel to 
Tokyo, Kyoto, and Hiroshima.  Participants will earn three credits for GLED 391. 
 
VCU Globe Service-Learning in Mexico 
In this service-learning program, learn about Mexican and indigenous cultures, intercultural communication, globalization, and migration. 
Visit sites of cultural, archaeological, and environmental importance and improve your Spanish language skills in the beautiful city of 
Oaxaca. Work with a nonprofit organization offering no-interest micro-loans to Zapotec women and take Spanish classes taught by native 
Spanish speakers.  Excursions include trips to local craft villages, an eco-tour, and time spent in Mexico City.  
 

http://www.iie.org/programs/gilman-scholarship-program#.Vw6KJ3ErIdU
https://www.borenawards.org/
https://www.phikappaphi.org/
http://fundforeducationabroad.org/
http://global.vcu.edu/abroad/programs/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kX530UTY9rsCsoX1m2zRDQNRoFMNC-f9hY-W46l7y60/pubhtml?gid=0&single=true
http://finaid.vcu.edu/resources/contact.html
http://www.global.vcu.edu/abroad/programs/
https://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Abroad.ViewLink&Parent_ID=0&Link_ID=C25216D4-A4BA-DB3E-035E6B44FEF35171
http://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=11162
https://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=11204
https://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=11139


 

Departmental and Partnership Exchanges  
VCU’s relationship with the universities below allows students to study at the institutions for a semester or an academic year while paying 
standard tuition and fees to VCU.  Other expenses – such as room, board, airfare, insurance and spending money – are the responsibility 
of the student. 
 
AUSTRALIA: Curtin University 
Semester or year exchange 
Located in Perth, Western Australia, Curtin University is a large public university that offers a wide variety of courses.  Curtin's beautifully 
landscaped subtropical campus boasts a diverse student body including a large international student population.  Curtin University offers 
Work Integrated Learning (WIL) units with internship and service-learning components.   
 
ENGLAND:  University of the West of England 
Semester or year exchange 
The University of the West of England (UWE) is a VCU International Partnership University which allows students to study in Bristol, 
England for a semester or a year.  UWE offers a variety of courses in different disciplines.   
 
 

International Student Exchange Program (ISEP) 
Choose from over 300 universities around the world offering summer, semester and year-long programs.  Apply to up to 10 institutions on 
a single application.  ISEP offers two types of placements: ISEP-Exchange (program fee based on VCU’s in-state tuition, room and board) 
and ISEP-Direct (program fee based on host university’s tuition, room and board).  For best chance of exchange placement, apply by 
August 15 for spring programs and January 15 for fall/full-year programs.  
 
ISEP Global Engagement Programs provide students with additional benefits that allow them to enrich their experience abroad by 
becoming actively engaged with local communities.  GEPs include a pre-session course, on-site Residence Director assistance, local 
excursions, ISEP organized language course, and community engagement opportunities like volunteer work, service-learning for academic 
credit, independent study, internships, and research projects.  There are currently two GEP sites: 
 
ISEP Direct in Ghana 
ISEP Direct in Costa Rica 
 
VCU Globe students have already studied abroad at the following ISEP locations: 
 
China – Sichuan University and Pacific Lutheran University 
France – Aix-Marseille University 
 Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Rennes 
 Universite de Lille 3 
Malta – University of Malta 
South Korea – Korea University 
Spain – Universitat Rovira I Virgili 
Thailand – Thammasat University 
United Arab Emirates – American University of Sharjah 
United Kingdom – University of Bradford 
 
Affiliate and Alternative Programs 
The following programs are sponsored by 1) study abroad organizations/providers, 2) other US institutions, or 3) foreign universities who 
accept visiting international students.  The programs featured here specifically offer courses or certificates in global leadership.  There are 
many other programs available aside from the ones listed below. 
 
Academic Programs International (API) has programs available in 22 different countries around the world and uses the API Learning and 
Engagement Digital Badge Program to support student learning.   
 
The Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) has an Intercultural Communication and Leadership course available at the 
following sites: 
 

https://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=10003
http://vcu.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=10000
http://www.isep.org/
http://www.isep.org/students/Programs/isep_gep.asp
http://www.isep.org/students/Directory/member_site.asp?CSID=78&ID=193
http://www.isep.org/students/Directory/member_site.asp?CSID=69&ID=174
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/b890651e-1200-459b-91b1-a385e5eba8bd?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=af081972-8d79-4b2a-b879-ab3f3948ff6a&ProgramScheduleIds=059a598f-3bc8-41ed-99c9-01c74219067a|7221382d-982d-412c-b7a5-1e71e5755df0|60a47a04-aba8-45e7-b250-bb2269977d49|8f199dd3-31ec-49f0-8703-e5547bffb2a0
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/5a634c00-8cbf-4dba-aef1-e2a6b5d2c195?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=837dcd86-d69e-418f-bc3e-9e176044f921&ProgramScheduleIds=f9ca3c0c-bcec-430f-b951-144a3bfc78cb|31e2fd18-f81f-4861-9548-270bb3e7d568|abdc546d-dd15-4cd1-832a-28631bcdd954|ed22f464-b644-4172-9d66-37ba7a0e9d80|563be72c-c502-499c-8614-448ced80e24c|8bfa15ac-9546-4253-9155-5070a5e857df|ccfee7a8-0fe1-4fbf-9ad0-5ff36eb5827a|9a4d9ff2-8d8b-450d-9c7a-6670988fbe36|9aee53ae-3d3e-42e8-b078-91ed7b0b97e8|26fb60d2-6b36-4a1d-b70b-9c684a117bc6|2bca72a7-33ed-48c0-abff-b4c39fc3f309
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/0069a7f8-8bf7-4235-9372-25e4829ce20d?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=b073e68b-2b7d-4642-8a76-cbd38b581b01&ProgramScheduleIds=996c5666-8a5c-4a83-9786-287f5308cda4|077f17c5-58b1-4f43-922f-29a85f23e7a5|5601ce97-d0cd-4767-a9d9-5f7186c83604
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/40300a9d-7b7f-4e97-8b94-c6bb50dded90?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=1be90afb-0d90-41fe-a4b0-6404a20b159e&ProgramScheduleIds=bfc12984-5fea-4c95-9645-1ed265c32d1f|2b91843c-07c2-480c-adac-4ccacb0dba05|98a04cb9-2800-42e3-911f-63909522ae51|045b4010-43de-4910-8fa7-65d7e7c08890|ce3d24a7-d095-4092-be57-6854791fb493|42490d4b-9f23-4c5d-9040-de8f2f6875b1
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/0e233d83-c5a7-4ff9-a3f5-497752af3462?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=61a934d0-f856-4e03-aa7e-179997209db8&ProgramScheduleIds=bc96919e-9bb1-40e2-9345-05bdd7db78d2|bb4c4806-7ba5-43ba-9ed8-1113f4924ddd|4af045d9-9d81-4f34-a002-1e914b2151e6|57315184-ac10-4c28-8bc4-5f46a1eea546|10e44734-2245-4fc3-8634-fb8461a797a9
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/9ff7e85e-5f2d-410e-9d29-02d0367e5d61?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=44bf60e1-29ab-4366-8e32-136218225573&ProgramScheduleIds=096bcf55-f24b-4b4c-be88-0f5ca5f1d37f|d024765a-b4a9-40d6-ba18-3534dd798ce7|a37cf3e2-e20d-4a34-9f11-c2fc75134056
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/97fe1578-857f-49eb-9bfc-453a817cd750?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=48ca4450-aa64-4995-b578-140198a91597&ProgramScheduleIds=ae42a237-6fbc-47c7-82f4-c66c39829b78|1a04c770-2251-4e26-82c7-ec324ed4fd20|4d7186d5-820a-483f-b90b-facb3f442adc
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/14861bec-d3ac-4d2d-b3de-69974384c641?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=5d8a8631-86ac-41f4-bb7b-7d309ce32ccc&ProgramScheduleIds=d2ec34b2-45ad-413d-b8b3-147a7cc79c49|d73684ca-f1e4-4c32-8fad-1f9e434d14e6|6e2b8bce-0e39-4ed8-90ca-2716a73df865|8796df2a-3885-4332-a8fd-2994acbf5575|db51d322-2f0f-4d56-9d15-37f067c4becf|64fc1dd0-152c-420c-af9f-4b1df4d4bd1c|e44008e6-33cf-4d71-a46d-4f325ac0da27|c369cd50-0d07-484b-9e15-53930f765a24|8310347d-6098-4e34-8d30-57924d5e882f|6360cb15-b36b-4569-85ee-5c5c17e348ee|a00ecea9-e474-4ee4-a97c-7599a6b8813a|34dbff5b-7e5a-44af-ac37-7911226c2989|75dc6582-2287-4fc7-a205-7b8777b973a7|901f3f18-7a61-4810-8b79-7c3f0aa435d9|5fe9814d-25f6-49f5-892b-9a1bab1df585|e93771b8-50d1-48b1-b624-a255297f702f|e7b20298-338c-4e3c-94d6-b02e526f2c19|70e52b63-f744-4110-89f3-b42687483d10|039078f4-e202-4686-9a93-b84a09c1528c|519882fa-39ab-469b-845b-c6e0ee315264|80cb1e93-fc56-4f19-8b2f-e35ba3ae8c33|48cc5e3d-4ac4-4eff-8fb5-ec8ba8120420|9467960e-64c2-4724-b651-f9ee0a700c95
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/aa544f87-7942-45e7-bc77-2babf0317376?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=18ab75c0-4437-42d4-8982-b1d726cce242&ProgramScheduleIds=2daaf020-6894-4ee3-a1d3-a9e5303a9304
https://search.isepstudyabroad.org/University/Detail/e3361de4-9daa-44a1-92d1-e6428beb1667?HomeUniversityId=014781bc-fd68-4d77-aa3a-4505af0628e0&CampusId=b12af17f-521a-49cc-941a-760f29ac8a8d&ProgramScheduleIds=4bbf8bb5-201d-4d10-a9d5-5407cdbda74f|f77bdfe9-0c99-4174-9292-76e372f6aa22|5da050d4-2a64-428e-a197-8909c8e6c2f9|e0720ec4-aee8-4006-ab4c-d73609e5b00f
https://www.apistudyabroad.com/
https://www.apistudyabroad.com/advisors/api-badge-program/
https://www.apistudyabroad.com/advisors/api-badge-program/
https://www.ciee.org/
https://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/advisors/intercultural-studies/


 
Europe 
Prague, Czech Republic 
Rennes, France 
Berlin, Germany 
Dublin, Ireland 
Lisbon, Portugal 
Alicante, Spain 
Madrid, Spain 
Palma de Mallorca, Spain 
Seville, Spain 
Uppsala, Sweden 
 
Middle East 
Amman, Jordan 
Istanbul, Turkey 
 

Latin America 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Havana, Cuba 
Guanajuato, Mexico 
Lima, Peru 
 
Asia 
Nanjing, China 
Seoul, South Korea 
 
Africa 
Legon, Ghana 
Dakar, Senegal 
Cape Town, South Africa 
Stellenbosch, South Africa 

 
Center for International Studies (CIS): 

 Global Leadership Certificate at Macquarie University for semester-length programs 

 Programs in New Zealand, South Africa, and Perugia, Italy, offer at least one leadership course per semester 

 Greek Leadership summer program (for students in fraternities or sororities): one-credit, week-long seminar followed by regular 
courses at Florence University of the Arts 

 
International Studies Abroad (ISA)  has the following locations with at least one leadership course: 

 Auckland, New Zealand 

 Florence, Italy 

 Gold Coast, Australia 

 Valparaiso, Chile 

 San Jose, Costa Rica 

 Wollongong, Australia 
 
Study Abroad Italy (SAI): Global Leadership Certificate 

 American University of Paris (Paris, France)  

 Florence University of the Arts (Florence, Italy)  

 John Cabot University (Rome, Italy)  
 

http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/czech-republic/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/france/rennes/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/germany/berlin/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/ireland/dublin/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/portugal/lisbon/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/spain/alicante/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/spain/madrid/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/spain/palma-de-mallorca/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/spain/seville/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/sweden/uppsala/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/jordan/amman/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/turkey/istanbul/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/argentina/buenos-aires/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/cuba/havana/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/mexico/guanajuato/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/peru/lima/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/china/nanjing/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/south-korea/seoul/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/ghana/legon/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/senegal/dakar/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/south-africa/cape-town/
http://www.ciee.org/study-abroad/south-africa/stellenbosch/
https://www.cisabroad.com/study-abroad/
http://www.cisabroad.com/study-abroad/australia/semester-in-sydney/the-university
http://www.cisabroad.com/study-abroad/new-zealand
http://www.cisabroad.com/study-abroad/south-africa
http://www.cisabroad.com/study-abroad/italy/semester-in-perugia
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=33406
http://studiesabroad.com/programs/country/peru/viewCountryPricesAndDates
http://studiesabroad.com/auckland
http://studiesabroad.com/florence
http://studiesabroad.com/programs/country/australia/city/gold_coast
http://studiesabroad.com/valparaiso
http://studiesabroad.com/san_jose
http://studiesabroad.com/programs/country/australia/city/wollongong
https://www.saiprograms.com/
http://www.saiprograms.com/paris/aup/academic-programs/global-leadership-certificate
http://www.saiprograms.com/florence/fua/our-programs/global-leadership-certificate-program
http://www.saiprograms.com/rome/jcu/our-programs/global-leaders-certificate

